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SEXUAL VIOLENCE AGAINST A CHILD
IN THE SOCIAL SERVICE WORKERS'VIEWS
COMMENTARY TO THE STUDIES

Abstract. For the full and harmonious developmédrtheir personality children should grow up
in a family environment in an atmosphere of hapgsnéove and understanding. In many families,
children are not provided with fundamental rightsl dulfillment of their needs: safety, love, ac-
ceptance, and respect. Their sense of dignity medis, they are prohibited from revealing emotions
and thoughts. All this triggers a sense of shamgerand fear, which are often passed on to the
child’s functioning in different environments. Tiphenomenon of violence against children in the
family — care deprivation, negligence of their eimodlity as well as of bringing up, physical and
mental harm, beatings, abuse, and sexual abussoaiencommon. The issue of various types of
child abuse, its recognition, intervention as wagl prevention, and helping those children is a
concern and a great challenge not only for teacleehscators, psychologists, therapists, but for the
whole society, too.

In the first part of the considerations theoretitamework for difficult issues posed by sexual
violence against children has been presented. temat at defining the problem has been presen-
ted: a form of sexual abuse, signals that may atdithat the child was the object of sexual viokenc
and direct and long-term consequences of sexu#nde against a child. In the second part, in
a form of commentary the results of the author'siaesearch regarding the various categories of
respondents, who are employees of the social &mdn sexual violence against a child have been
thoroughly analyzed.

K ey words: child; sexual violence; forms; causes; effectsnmentaries.

INTRODUCTION

Among various forms of harming a child sexual abiss¢he most cruel
one. It is one of the events that are difficult resign oneself to or to
understand. Anna C. Saltkra highly regarded specialist in the field of
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sexual abuse, directly expresses her opinion thadng all forms of har-
ming, this one seems to be really a work of Satan.

In a situation when a child suffers this kind of @mnal harm from
a loved one who, in principle, should secure hietya love and respect, the
trauma is the deeper. Since any sexual activityatol a child destroys the
normative order both in the scope of the obligiagr$, and social and moral
norms, protecting children from sexual abuse habwe a priority. At the
same time the tendency is clearly seen to perabiedact of sexual abuse of
a child, especially in the family, as a social desb that is only concerned
with deeply pathological circles.

The aim of the present discussion is to presentékalts of the research
on the opinions of social services workers, peapl® are responsible for
offering aid, including aid to sexually abused dhédn. However, this
requires previously sketching the theoretical baokgd of the issue in the
aspect of the operationalization of the conceptefual violence, presenting
its forms and signals showing that the child mighve been abused and in
consequence it might have been a case of sexulainge.

1. DEFINITIONS REFERRING TO THE ISSUE OF SEXUAL VIENCE
AGAINST A CHILD

In theoretical and empirical studies concerning tilssue of sexual
violence against a child frequently lack of cleadigfined standards referring
to this problem is emphasized. According to Mon8ajkowska the troubles
with the terms result from the differences in thefidition borders of the
phenomenon, depending on whether it is analyzexh fitee point of view of
social norms or of legal ones.

Taking into consideration the perspective from whtbis form of abuse
is perceived the existing definitions of sexual leicce may be most ge-
nerally divided into: clinical, legal and socfalhe definitions are designed
for different needs then, and they are formulatecbading to these needs.

In the literature concerning the problem, beside term “sexual viol-
ence” there are other ones, like “sexual harassrhésdxual exploitation,”

Media Rodzina, 2005), 22.

2 Monika Sajkowska, “Wykorzystywanie seksualne dizieDziecko Krzywdzone. Teoria, Ba-
dania, PraktykalO (2011), 36 (3): 147.

3 See Maria Beisert, Agnieszka lzdebska, “Wykorzysaeksualne dzieciPziecko Krzyw-
dzone. Teoria, Badania, Praktykd (2012), 39 (2): 49.



SEXUAL VIOLENCE AGAINST A CHILD 105

“sexual molesting.” The term “child sexual abuse”dften used when the
object of interest is a child as a victim of sexwalence, and “child mo-
lesting” or “pedophilia” in the study of the perpators?

A clinical approach to the problem aiming first @if at an accurate dia-
gnosis is presented in the definition accepted g World Health Or-
ganization. The authors of the definition suggestemting the term “sexual
violence” and they state that it isChild sexual abuse is theviolvement of
a child in sexual activity that he or she does fadly comprehend, is unable
to give informed consent to, or for which the chitdnot developmentally
prepared and cannot give consent, or that violdtieslaws or social taboos
of society. Child sexual abuse is evidenced by #usvity between a child
and an adult or another child who by age or devalaqt is in a relationship
of responsibility, trust or power, the activity hgiintended to gratify or
satisfy the needs of the other person.”

The definition presents a broad perspective of #pproach to the
problem, but the term “sexual violence” itself mayggest that sexual abuse
of a child happens only in the situations when [daisaggression is used. It
should be remembered that this form of violencesdnet only consist in
acts on the part of an adult person that are caleduwith a sexual inter-
course. Also exhibitionist behaviors, seducing, ssmous making a child
a witness of sexual intercourses, peeping duriegbtith, encouraging a child
to watch pornography, or punishing in a way thaassociated with sexual
deviations are in its scopeThe forms of sexual violence that children may
experience will be presented in the further parthaf present discussion, but
it should be stressed that the use of physicahgtheby the perpetrator is not
the basic component of sexual violence. Its essenasually the use of some-
body’s dependence, including, or perhaps firstlipfeanotional dependence.

Generally speaking, it should be accepted that itd ckho is sexually
harmed is any individual at the age of absolutaguion (in Poland the law
defines this as 15 years of age), who an oldenyabxmature person exposes

4 See Paris Goodyear-Browhlandbook of Child Sexual Abuse: Identification, Asseent,
and Treatmen(New Jersey: John Wiley & Sons, 2011), 11.

5 After: Monika Sajkowska“Wykorzystywanie seksualne dzieci. Ustalenia temioigiczne,
skala zjawiska, oblicza problemu spotecznediziecko Krzywdzone. Teoria, Badania, Praktyka
1(2002), 1: 7.

® See Mirostawa Htna, “Dziecko krzywdzone — ofiara przemocy w rodzinién” Krzysztof
Pikor, Wiestawa Walc (ed.Rrzemoc wobec dzieci. Wybrane zagadnienia teonme¢yicpraktycz-
ne (Rzeszow: Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Rzeszowskie2ft2), 16; J6zefa Bgiel, Zrozumié
dziecko skrzywdzon(®pole: Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Opolskiego, 19989-100.
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to any sexual activity whose intention is satisfyisexually the adult per-
son! It is accepted then, that a juvenile is not allenake a legally valid
decision about giving consent to engaging in défirdexual activities, as
they do not properly recognize all the realitiesiyAne who engages in these
activities with such a person, in this way violathe person’s freedom, not
in the scope of infringing his very will (a juveaimay give consent to these
activities, or even inspire them), but becausevibém of such an activity is
not able to give legally valid consent about allogvithese activitied So the
aspect of giving consent by a juvenile is not ada@nplying the judgment of
the perpetrator’s act either in the legal spheren ehe ethical or moral one.

Krystyna Marzec-Holka’s definition of sexual violes seems accurate in
this context; it defines sexual violence as: [..Yatving a dependent, devel-
opmentally immature and unable to give full consexmild or adolescent in
a sexual activity to which such persons are nop@red, in an activity that
violates a social taboo or the rules of family lifeSimilarly Krystyna Dy-
mek-Balcerek states that: “Sexual violence occunemthere is no consent to
the gender, to the partner, to what he or she dathsus, and we with him or
her. Such a forced sexual act is always an offemceespective of the victim’s
age. Until a child is 15 he or she is not able itee gonsent to an intercourse
and in such a case we will always talk about viokrAlso abusing a child up
to 18 years of age when the perpetrator is a pectmse to the victim, e.g.
a relative, a teacher and so on, is violen@dd' the context of sexual exploita-
tion a child is generally defined then by referritagthe legal criteria (the age
of absolute protection). At the same time the gdatefinitions in a particular
way stress the demand of safety and protectingdidil from this type of
practices, and the adults’ responsibility in thpdiere.

2. THE FORMS OF SEXUAL ABUSE AND SIGNALS
THAT MAY INDICATE SEXUAL ABUSE OF THE CHILD

The forms of sexual abuse of a child are often \difficult to classify,
because basically they include all the possiblaiakactivities. According to

" See Izabela Katkd)zieci krzywdzone i wykorzystywane seksualnie: diaicdw. Poradnik
dla rodzicow i opiekunéSosnowiec: Projekt-Kom, 2007), 68-69.

8 See Sajkowskalykorzystywanie seksualne dzjek.

® Krystyna Marzec-Holkal\ie bedziesz bit dziecka swego! Studium z zakresu pkijikispo-
tecznej(Bydgoszcz: Wydawnictwo Uczelniane Wéza Szkota Pedagogiczna, 1996), 23.

10 Krystyna Dymek-Balcerekpziecko w obliczu patologii spotecznej dnia codaigo — rze-
czywistd¢ lat dziewecdziesiptych (Radom: Wydawnictwo Politechniki Radomskiej, 199B)7.
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Krystyna BaranowicZ the concept includes both aggressive sexual acts
(rapes) and cases of involving a child in conveoset with sexual contents,
of exposing one’s private parts and of sexual di¢is, or touching the pri-
vate parts. The author also mentions a dangeraus 66 sexual exploitation
that is dangerous for the development of the chhdt is child prostitution
and children taking part in pornographic films.

Zbigniew Lew-StarowicZ after Kathleen Faller distinguishes seven types
of sexual violence against children: 1) without pimal contact (conversa-
tions with sexual contents directed to a child, @sipg one’s anatomy and
sexual activities, voyeurism); 2) sexual contactssisting in stimulating
a private part; 3) oral-genital contacts; 4) interal intercourses; 5) sexual
penetrations; 6) sexual exploitation of childrenchkild pornography and
prostitution; 7) harming children sexually, comhineith various forms of
physical violence.

Andres Soriand® taking into consideration in his classificatioretide-
gree of brutality of behaviors and the relationvie#n the perpetrator and
the child, distinguishes four types of sexual expalibon: “incest — a physical
sexual contact or a sexual intercourse with a crelalized by one of the fa-
mily members, a guardian or a close person withmhle child lives; rape
— a sexual activity with a juvenile in the familprdext or outside it; sexual
molestation — a sexual relation consisting in tanghthe child’s erogenous
zones or forcing the child to do the same with th@esting person; sexual
exploitation without physical contact — the malting person receives se-
xual pleasure by seducing, making verbal commeasagshowing his sexual
organs to the child, or by realization of a sexudtrcourse or masturbation
in the presence of the child.”

According to Stanistawa Tuchols¥aamong the forms of sexual exploit-
ation of a child a sexual intercourse undoubted®yohgs to extreme be-
haviors, but data from epidemiologic studies shbat tit is one of the most
frequent forms of sexual exploitation of a child.

Sexual violence against a child is additionally rettderized by certain
relatively stable features to which it is worth pay attention, at the same

1 see Krystyna Baranowicz, “Seksualne krzywdzenieaka,” Edukacjal998, nr 2, 68.

12 See Zbigniew Lew-StarowicBrzemoc seksualn@Varszawa: Agencja Wydawnicza Jacek
Santorski, 1992), 44.

13 See Andres SorianBrzemoc wobec dzietianslated by Piotr Rak (Krakéw: ,eSPe”, 2008), 5

14 See Stanistawa Tucholska, “Charakterystyka spravar@amocy domowej,Problemy Opie-
kwiczo-Wychowawcz2002, nr 1, 35.
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time refraining from generalizations. Irena Pospi§zpoints to determinants
that do not exhaust the catalogue of circumstamteghich sexual exploit-
ation may occur, but she mentions factors thatdatdi that the probability of
it clearly increases. As the author states: childaee most often abused by
acquaintances (uncles, cousins, the family’s frignidthers of fathers-in-
-law); the younger the child is, the greater prdbgbthat someone in the
closest environment will be the perpetrator; theser family ties there are
between the perpetrator and the child, the greatebability that the abuse
will be repeated many times, and the child will toykeep it secret; children
are most often abused by means of seduction, blaitkbribery, and not by
means of rape; girls are abused twice more oftan thoys; boys are abused
more often by men; the age of the highest riskhim ¢tase of girls is 10-15,
and in the case of boys 3-12.

In the context of the presented catalogue of cistamces increasing the
probability of the occurrence of sexual violenceaiagt children Anna
C. Salter’s statement seems adequate: “Sexual aéfsnvery rarely sneak
into the home in the middle of the night. More oftley enter the front door
[...] We allow them to, because we do not recogniredptors in those
people, as we think that sexual offenders are nesastnd we would surely
recognize a monster, wouldn’t wé?In connection with the growing variety
of sexual behaviors towards children a debate img@n among experts.
The question is whether we are dealing with a yegtbwing wave of sexual
violence, or if just more activities that have bemmcealed up for various
reasons till now — are revealed. The reasons fer“dilence” are usually
numerous, and they may include: the child’s serfsgudt, especially when
he or she was threatened by the perpetrator, bsfehe kind of pleasure as
a result of the contact; feeling ashamed, feelimdus, feeling unchaste be-
cause of violating the sphere of intimacy; featasing his or her close ones,
especially if a person belonging to the family e tperpetrator; lack of
knowledge about the possibilities of receiving aitl about people to whom
the child may turn, helplessness, not believing gwmeone can hel.Sex
therapists estimate that only one in one hundredewen fewer cases of
sexual abuse of a child are revealed.

The uncovering of the fact of sexual exploitatisnthe more difficult be-
cause often the victim and the perpetrator areotilg people who have full

15 See Irena PospiszyPatologie spoteczn@Varszawa: PWN, 2008), 254.
18 Salter,Drapiescy. Pedofile, gwalciciele i inni przegicy seksualni22.
17 See PospiszyPatologie spoteczné21.
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knowledge about the situation. Such a concealedacher of the situation is
the cause why a person who suspects that the whisdsexually abused has to
be well informed about the symptoms that may sgealkuch a diagnosi$.

Most generally speaking the symptoms indicating #nahild is a victim
of sexual violence may be divided into somatic, &gbral and psycholo-
gical. The somatic symptoms most often have arr@udicharacter, and they
include: pregnancy; venereal diseases; infectionghe urogenital system;
injuries of the anus; injuries of the vagina; vagirbleeding; pain while
defecating or urinating; blood in stool; infectionkthe oral cavity. Exclu-
sively somatic symptoms suggest that sexual exgiomn might have hap-
pened. The very symptoms have a little diagnosdicie, and only combined
with the recognized psychological and behaviorangioms they are an
important element of the diagnosisExcessive, inadequate to the age eroti-
zation of the child; a strong sense of guilt, assenf being bad or worse;
disturbances of the behavior — should be treatedigiss of psychological
nature®

According to Maria Beisert: the adequacy of symptoms to the child’s
age as well as combining symptoms that come frofferint subgroups of
somatic, psychological and behavioral disturbanses good indication that
increases the probability of abuse. The knowledfjsymptoms, a penet-
rating observation of the child’s behavior, listegito what he or she says,
facilitates the recognition of the fact that sexuvialence occurred.

3. INDIRECT AND LONG-TERM CONSEQUENCES OF SEXUAL WLENCE
EXPERIENCED IN ONE’S CHILDHOOD

Undoubtedly if a child experiences sexual violemces one of the most
traumatic events, especially if this harm comesnfrihe closest person, that
is from a parent. The results are definitely mosaeta in situations when: the
child was abused many times; a person who the childws was the

18 See Wiestaw Czernikiewicz, Beata Pawlak- Jordfdypkorzystywanie seksualne dzi@tfar-
szawa: Fundacja Dzieci Niczyje, 1998), 25.

19See Sylwia Klucziska, Przemoc seksualna wobec dzjewiww.zlydotyk.pl [accessed:
10.09.15].

20 See Judith L. Hermat®rzemoc — uraz psychiczny i powrét do réwnow@paisk: Gda-
skie WydawnictwdPsychologiczne, 1999), 132-133.

21 See Maria Beisert, “Wykorzystanie seksualne — whirpowstania traumy,Seksuologia
Polskal (2003), nr 2, 87.
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perpetrator; the child does not have support froenfamily and does not get
any care or interest; the abuse resulted in anrynjthe perpetrator was
unusually cynical, cruel and he used the forms iolence that are most
traumatic for the child, and when the child waspmeted of consciously co-
participating in the event; or the child was quaséd many times and did
not receive any therapeutic aid soon after the e%en

Similarly Agnieszka Widera-Wysoc#aka® on the basis of her own cli-
nical experiments states that the most severe tsffifcsexual violence occur
when: violence is experienced before the age ofitlasts for a long time;
it is combined with physical contact, caressesamgiration of the body; the
child is rewarded and forced to take sexual ad#siton his or her own
initiative; it is combined with fear of aggressionfter revealing sexual
abuse the child does not get proper aid from theerga; it is accused by the
closest ones.

Angela Browne and David Finkellfremphasize that a child who is sexu-
ally abused may experience four kinds of traumauitmagenic sexualization,
betrayal of the child’s trust, stigmatization océng together with an accu-
sation, and helplessness. The authors assumehthabhsequences of sexual
violence are a derivative of the question whether ¢hild experienced all
the kinds of trauma, and of the question of thegthnof time they lasted.
Zbigniew Lew-StarowicZ? in turn, among the direct consequences of sexual
violence distinguishes: behavioral symptoms (sushhgperactivity or ag-
gressiveness, and the opposite ones, manifestedgiressive behaviors or
psychosomatic disorders); emotional disorders (@tyxidepressions, self-
-destruction); cognitive disorders (disturbancesthimking, difficulties at
school); interpersonal disorders (conflicts, famplgoblems, collapse of au-
thorities).

Maria Beiser® remarks that the circumstance resulting in the tmos
serious effects is the fact that the father or s fulfilling the function of
the father, e.g. father-in-law, is the perpetratnom a review of the studies
conducted by the author it follows that long-terlmnsequences of incest
first of all affected the victims of biological taérs. Among the 365 adults
who saw the doctor in order to get aid in copinghwibng-term effects of

22 See Czernikiewicz, Pawlak-Jordafykorzystywanie seksualne dzjed.

23 See Agnieszka Widera-Wysodzka, “Ten straszny bliskiCharaktery3 (1998): 17.

% See Angela Browne, David Finkelhor, “Impact ofldhéexual abuse: A review of the lite-
rature,” Psychological Bulletir®9 (1986), 1: 67.

% See Lew-StarowicRrzemoc seksualna2.

% See BeisertWykorzystanie seksualng?.
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incestuous relations 36% were victims of the biatag father, 20% of the
father-in-law and 3% of the mother. This stresdes significance of the
father’'s perpetration, and at the same time it {oito the fact that what
deepens the trauma is a closest person’s perpmtrdti the author’s opinion
the close relation between the perpetrator andvitién changes the situa-
tion of the latter, because he or she has to laokstipport in a different
group, not in the family. Moreover, the victim iggkndent on the perpet-
rator in such a situation and because they livettogr he or she has to spend
most time with hint’

In such situations the attitude mothers assumearsiqularly significant.
Mothers of sexually abused children are often cti@rized as passive, de-
pendent, immature, inhabited, unable to protecir tbmn children. There are
proofs that in many situations mothers do know ahibe harm that their
children suffer and they do not react to it (thecatled silent mothers¥.

The results of Diana E. H. Russel's research quatedaria Beiserf
show that the following factors cause an increasthe traumatic effects of
incestuous relations: the type of sexual activityhe@ father and the daughter;
frequency of the contacts; the use of physical dptbe type of dependence
between the victim and the perpetrator (the chsldisually supported by the
father); the age difference.

Children who experience sexual violence live in tope that when they
grow up they will be able to escape and become. firavever, their perso-
nality that was formed in the conditions of beingntrolled through com-
pulsion is not well adjusted to adult life. The ti stays with her funda-
mental problems concerning basic trust, autonomy taking the initiative.
She faces the task every young adult faces — thatlieving independence
and establishing an intimate relation — burdeneth werious deficits in the
sphere of taking care of herself, of perception ar@mory, of her identity
and the ability to establish stable relationshiplse remains a prisoner of her
own childhood; and trying to start a new life shifers further trauma¥®.

Collins’s studies prove that 77% victims who sué@rsexual violence
when they were children have problems startingrailfg 49% abuse physi-
cal force, 28% require constant care of a psychistogand 9% become

27 | bid.

28 See BaranowicSeksualne krzywdzenie dziecka.

29 See Maria Beisert§azirodztwo. Rodzice w roli sprawcdarszawa: Wydawnictwo Nau-
kowe SCHOLAR, 2004), 95.

30 See HermarPrzemog 120-121.
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homeless or they are social misfits. What is mere,see a peculiar sexual
“imprint” here, namely, as many as 58% women whoenvolested when
they were children, engage in prostitution whenytlage mature, and 53%
exploited boys in their adult life show pedophitelinations. Also, men who
were sexually exploited by their mothers, afterdraing mature are not able
to free themselves from psychological dependenaastMf them are still in-
volved with their mothers who molested them. Vidimssume a passive at-
titude, they are to a greater degree predisposeithdostruggle to survive
than to the struggle to satisfy their own needseylloften choose social
alienation, often combined with escape into additst The trauma con-
nected with the experience of sexual violence i ¢hildhood causes acute
consequences not only for the victim, but for tleeisty the victim lives in
as well.

4. METHODOLOGICAL ASSUMPTIONS OF STUDIES
CONCERNING SEXUAL VIOLENCE
AGAINST A CHILD IN THE SOCIAL SERVICE WORKERS’ VIEV$®

The presented theoretical outline makes one propog®sis that sexual
exploitation is the most painful, severe in itseeffs, form of violence that
may happen to a child. According to Krystyna Martéaka® the problem
of sexual exploitation of a child was dramaticatgvealed in Poland only
after 1989, and one of the basic causes why it heeh passed in silence
earlier was the tendency to create social problbygnsne previous political
system. As a result of the systemic transformati@problem that was first
revealed by NGO’s was the protection of childreonfr various kinds of
pathologies. Undoubtedly it is due to liberalizatiof social life in Poland
that the subject of violence in the family (alsos&xual violence) is more
often, and first of all more openly talked abouts Ewa Markowska-Gos
writes: “[...] the mentality of some social circles transformed, the ste-
reotype that had functioned in the society uprtdl, one that said violence
is a problem of a particular person (i.e. of thetiwn), or of two people

31 See Grayna Jargbek, Anna Ggtkiewicz-Tomczyk,“Problem przemocy seksualnej wobec
dzieci,” Ginekologia Praktyczna5 (2007), nr 2: 33.

32 See Krystyna Marzec-Holk&rzemoc seksualna wobec dziecka. Studium pedagogcy-
minologiczngKrakéw: Impuls, 2011), 9-10.
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(i.e. of the aggressor and the victim) is beingkiemm and it is valid and
necessary to perceive this phenomenon as a sacialgm™?.

The aim of the present study is to find an answethe questions: What
are social services workers’ views of the questbsexual violence against
a child? What social-demographic features of thgpoadents make these
views different? A detailed scheme of the explicatof the study problem
was concerned with the following questions: Whatfs of sexual violence,
according to the respondents, most often happendiild? What factors do
social services workers see as the causes of seilahce against a child?
How do social services workers evaluate the effetthis violence? In what
situations, in the workers’ opinion, does a chilgperience the worst trauma?
Do the selected social-demographic variables (gengdiece of residence,
age, religious denomination) differentiate the amsgents’ opinions in the
mentioned spheres? Also the respondents were askeatkclare if when
practicing their profession they had encountered froblem of sexual
violence against a child and who, according tortk@iowledge of the fact,
was the perpetrator of the particular form of viade.

The assumption was made that social services wsrk@inions on sexual
violence against a child will be different becawse¢he independent variables
taken into consideration, with the respondents’ia@emographic features
such as age and place of residence being the rigpsfisant. The place of
residence is connected with definite cultural iefices that determine the
character of a man’s social attitudes. The attisudee consolidated by me-
chanisms of informal social control that in smatinemunities still remains
very strong. The age, on the other hand, to a Bagmt degree determines
the perception of the reality that surrounds a ni#gnce it was assumed that
these two features will basically differentiate ttlespondents’ views.

The study was conducted in September 2015 in Rzestte diagnostic
survey method was applied. A group of 124 sociakvises workers em-
ployed by the Municipal Social Assistance CenterRmeszéw were the
respondents in the study. In the survey study Isothal workers doing their
work in the environment of the supported people addinistration em-
ployees took part.

33 Ewa Markowska-Gos, “Realizacja praw dziecka we \esggnej rodzinie — wybrane aspekty
socjologiczno-prawne (komunikat z badld in: Izabela Marczykowska, Ewa Markowska-Gos,
Adam Solak, Wiestaw Wal®rawa dziecka. Wybrane aspek®zeszéw: Wydawnictwo Uniwersy-
tetu Rzeszowskiego, 2006), 172.
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In the group of the respondents there were more evoif62.9%) than
men (37.1%). The greatest percentage of the respuadvere inhabitants of
big cities where more than one hundred thousandglpelived, 37.9% in-
habited villages, and 10.5% respondents were inthats of small towns. As
far as the category of age is concerned the greptesentage of the social
workers were young people, up to 30 years of age9®), 30.6% — people
between 31 and 40, 16.1% respondents were overea®syof age. The
smallest category was made up by people betweeand 150 (7.3%). Among
the respondents 50.8% were believers and involvedeligious practices,
35.5% declared that they believed in God, but thdey not practice their
religion, and 13.7% were non-believers.

5. SEXUAL VIOLENCE AGAINST A CHILD
IN THE SOCIAL SERVICE WORKERS’ VIEWS
— THE RESULTS OF THE AUTHOR’S OWN STUDIES

9.7% respondents said that in their work they entened the problem of
sexual violence against a child. According to thijscts’ knowledge in
66.7% cases a child experienced sexual violenchisnor her family en-
vironment, but the perpetrators were people from distant family, related
to the child. No respondent indicated a parenthasperpetrator of this kind
of violence. In the remaining cases social servigaxwkers pointed to
perpetration by a guardian or a carer (25%), angl case concerned sexual
violence committed by the child’s peer.

Analyzing the social services workers’ opinions the forms of sexual
violence against a child that occur most often al¢hor found that in their
opinions the most frequent form are acts withoutgital contact, e.g. peep-
ing during the bath, miction or defecation; conatisns with sexual con-
tents; showing pornographic photographs. This fafrsexual violence as
the most often occurring one was indicated by 59r&4pondents. Next,
attempts at forcing the child to have an interceu(23.4%) and contacts
consisting in stimulating private parts, that isu¢bing the child’s body,
rubbing and kissing private parts (11.3%) were nwer@d. Most rarely acts
with the features of rape, that is forcing the dhib take sexual activities
were indicated (5.6%). It should be noted that foisn of violence was in-
dicated by those social workers who in their wonc@untered the problem
of sexual violence against a child.
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Analysis of the study results indicates the exis¢eof statistically signifi-
cant relation between independent variables takém ¢onsideration and the
respondents’ opinions on the most frequent formsexiual violence. As far as
gender is concerned the differences were rathemtgative than qualitative.

Considering the place of residence we find an ayerstrength relation-
ship; however, some interesting tendencies maydbiead here. All the res-
pondents inhabiting small towns, between 20 and th@isand inhabitants,
stated that most often sexual violence had the fofrsexual acts without
a physical contact. In the case of inhabitantsilbdfigees it was the form of at-
tempts of forcing children to engage in sexual acty; this was the answer
given by 57% respondents in this group, while ampegple living in big
towns this was the form of sexual violence that wentioned most rarely
(3.1% indications). Respondents in this categorytiyostated that the most
frequently encountered form of sexual violence waces without physical
contact (76.6%).

In the case of the age that differentiated the sadpnts’ opinions (an av-
erage strength relationship) it should be remarlted the subjects mostly
indicated acts without physical contact. It wasisdhe case of social wor-
kers up to 30 (85.9%), from 31 to 40 (42.1%) arahfr4l to 50 years of age
(44.4%). Subjects older than 50 in 55% cases intditattempts to force
engaging in a sexual intercourse.

When analyzing the dependence between the dedaratade by social
workers concerning their religiousness and theiinioms on the most fre-
quently encountered forms of sexual violence itwticbe noted that the
form most often mentioned by practicing believed8.8%) and non-practic-
ing believers (56.8%) were acts without physicahteat. In the case of so-
cial workers who declared that they were non-ba&isthe same percentage
(35.3%) of them indicated acts with the featuresaye, that is forcing the
child to sexual activities.

Analysis of the results of the studies has allowlesel author to establish
that the respondents perceived the causes of seilahce in the perpetra-
tor's disturbances (resulting, e.g. from their o@xperience of sexual violence
when they were children, from a high level of aggien, from attempts to
compensate their own harm etc.). Such an answemwas by 66.9% of the
whole sample. As the next ones the causes wereenhbat had their source
in pathologization of the family environment (potyeraddictions, violence).
These factors were indicated by 16.9% respondeats] 16.1% social
workers mentioned situational causes.



11€ JOANNA DWORAKOWSKA

The gender of the respondents did not differentiaégr opinions in a sta-
tistically significant degree. It may be remarkéatt men much more rarely
than women looked for the causes of sexual violeaga&inst a child in the
pathology of the family environment (21.8% womerdamly 8.7% men in-
dicated it). However, both women (66.7%) and men.466) saw the etiolo-
gy of sexual violence against a child first of allthe perpetrator’s distur-
bances. Like in the case of gender, statisticalysig of the relationship
between social workers’ religious declaration aln€lit opinion on the causes
of the phenomenon showed that there was no suaktiarship, and the ten-
dencies did not differ from the ones generally seetihe study results.

With respect to the place of residence, statistaradlysis showed a sig-
nificant relationship. It may be noted that opirgogiven by inhabitants of
villages and of big towns were similar and theyresponded to the general
tendency revealed in the presented studies. THerdifce was concerned
here with the inhabitants of small towns who indéch mostly situational
causes. Similarly in the case of the age the déffee concerned the choices
made by respondents who were 50 years of age ar;ottle highest per-
centage of them (55%) mentioned situational cayatthe same time it was
the most rarely indicated group of responses frbendubjects in other cate-
gories).

Analysis of social services workers’ opinions ore thffects of sexual
violence against a child proves that when evalgathe effects the subjects
most often indicated those of psychological nat(depressions, neuroses,
suicidal attempts). 47.6% respondents recognizeantlas the most severe
ones. Then consequences effecting future troullgbe functioning in so-
cial life (37.1%) were mentioned. Physical effe@it§yuries) were pointed to
by 15.3% subjects.

Gender did not differentiate the respondents’ amsiin this sphere; also
tendencies differing from those generally encouwsdesnes were not noticed.
Statistical analysis of the place of residence #rad respondents’ opinions
on the effects of sexual violence against a childveed a statistically signi-
ficant relationship with an average strength. krae interesting that respon-
dents living in villages ascribed the greatest gigance to physical effects
(36.2%), while no social workers coming from a layvn indicated them.
Both inhabitants of big towns (56.3%) and of smallvns (69.2%) ascribed
the greatest significance to psychological effedtsexual violence.

As far as the age of the respondents is concertsedaarelationship was
revealed with an average strength between the Masalt is worth noting
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that older respondents ascribed a greater sigmifieao long-term effects
causing troubles in the child’s later social funaiing. It was, respectively:
in the case of respondents from 31 to 40 yeargyef-a63.2%, from 41 to 50
— 44.4%, 50 and older — 55%. Social workers yountgem 30 mostly
(85.9%) indicated psychological consequences fervibtim.

Considering the religious declarations made byrédspondents, the exist-
ence of a statistically significant relationshiptlwian average strength
should be noted. In this case the difference waeaked in the tendency to
ascribe a greater significance to social effectt thas shown by non-prac-
ticing believers (47.7%) and non-believers (64.7%)e believing and prac-
ticing subjects (66.7%) indicated psychological sequences of sexual
violence.

It is also worth noting that all the subjects prdpeecognized the si-
tuation in which a child experiences the greatestirna. In this case it was
indicated, with no exceptions, that a greater trauor the victim is con-
nected with situations when: the child is abusedhyntames, when the child
knows the perpetrator, the child does not have supijpom the family; the
child was suspected of co-participating (giving sent), and when the child
was questioned many times.

6. DISCUSSION OF THE RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS

On the basis of analysis of the study results ity rba stated that the
subjects have knowledge of the issue of sexualeviod against a child.
They properly indicate situations that make thenmhahat was caused more
severe. It may be supposed that when working withnaily suffering from
such a problem they will react to such situationd @articipate in minimiz-
ing the trauma experienced by the child who is &ini of sexual violence.
Taking into consideration the fact that some of shibjects had encountered
the discussed problem in their work, they know #ft®ations and circum-
stances in which this kind of harm may happen.

The respondents’ opinions about the most frequenn$ of sexual vio-
lence indicate that most often acts without phylsazntact happen, but the
subjects’ opinions are different in different categs. Analysis of the re-
sults has allowed finding a statistically significtadependence between: the
gender (%= 11,8> X 05.57,8; H= 0; r.=0,3); place of residence %60,4>
X%00s:69,5; H= 0; 1:=0,5); age (%53,7> X00559,5; = 0; 1:=0,5);
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religious declaration ¢36,1> ¥,05.=12,6; H= 0; r.=0,4). The fact that

most subjects living in the country indicated th#empts to force a child to
engage in sexual contacts were the most frequartttyrring forms of se-

xual violence seems an interesting tendency thatdeen observed; at the
same time no respondents living in towns pointethis response. Probably
this results from the fact that life in bigger tosvis connected with more
anonymity. Family problems are usually reserved tfeg ones who are in-
volved in them. A child’'s drama often happens bdhihe closed door to

which no one has access; this especially concermdlies that belong to the
so-called “normal” ones, families that do not reeeany social support and
if there are no clear signs of their children’srhahey remain unnoticed.

As far as opinions on the causes of sexual violeaga&inst children are
concerned statistically significant dependenceseweot found between:
gender (%=5,7<¥05.55,9; H=0) and religious declaration%7,4<» 05.~9,5;
Hy=0) on the one hand, and the respondents’ opin@nshese etiological
factors on the other. A statistically significanependence has been found
between the place of residencé=#0,7> ¥, 05.~9,5; H= 0; r.=0,4) and the
age of the subjects 1x36,3> ¥ 05.612,6; Hz 0; 1.=0,4) on the one hand,
and their opinions in this sphere. It seems impurthat the respondents do
not reserve the problem of sexual violence for pbpical families. The ap-
proach in which a greater significance is ascrib@dhe perpetrator’'s dis-
turbances allows noticing, which was mentioned a&hakat the drama of the
sexually abused child may also concern so-calledrtral families”.

In the case of the respondents’ opinions on thect$f of this form of
harming a child no statistically significant relaiship has been found be-
tween the gender of the subjectd$=&, 7<x, 05.=5,9; H=0) and their opin-
ions in this sphere. However, there was a signifiaalationship between:
the place of residence %31,1> ¥, 05.79,5; H= 0; 1.=0,4); age (%=64,8>
x%0.05.12,6; Hhz 0; r.=0,5) and religious declaration®R1,7> %, 05.79,5;
Ho= 0; 1.=0,3) and social workers’ opinion on the effectssekually abusing
a child. The tendency to ascribe this form of viale to social, long-term
effects, which has been found in older respondeatans interesting. Older
people are generally characterized by a more ratisystem of attitudes and
evaluations as well as by a long-range perceptichereality.

Tentatively a hypothetic assumption has been mhdeahosen independ-
ent variables will differentiate the respondentpirbons on sexual violence
against a child, with age and place of residenceingaa priority signi-
ficance. Analysis of the study results indicateattin this case we cannot
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talk about gradation of significance of the consgik variables. Never-
theless, the practical suggestion that concernsramipg social workers’
skills and knowledge in the sphere of this difficand painful problem
acquires a priority significance.
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