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INTRODUCTION

The relevance of research in social stratification is undeniable consider-
ing the conditions of socio-economic and political changes that occurred in
Moldova with the signing of the EU association agreement. The studies con-
ducted over the past 20 years show significant changes in the social structure
of the Moldovan population. The transition to market economy influenced
the formation of new social groups, which differ by size of income, property,
education, political and economic power, and social status. The emergence
of new social groups requires thorough and complex studies to identify their
determinants, size, essential characteristics, the system of values, as well as
their economic, social and political situation. The research is important also
from the practical and methodological points of view. The research data will
serve as a base line for determination of the size of different social strata in
Moldova and the developed research methodology will be used for further
research in the field.
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THE THEORETICAL AND METHODOLOGICAL
APPROACH FOR MEASURING THE MIDDLE CLASS

The research was based on an analysis of social theories related to social
stratification and social classes, including the Marxist theory,! Weber’s theo-
ry,” the functionalists’ theory (Kingsley Davis, Wilbert Moore, Talcott Par-
sons, Bernard Barber), Pitirim Sorokin’s theory on social mobility,* as well
as the theory of social class division developed by Anthony Giddens.* Based
on those theories, we concluded that social stratification is the distribution of
people in groups based on their occupation and income, wealth and social
status, or social and political power. Sorokin identified at least three forms
of stratification: 1) economical stratification (differences of property, in-
come and lifestyle, division into the rich and poor), 2) political stratification
(different levels of prestige, rank, position, distribution of the governing and
the governed, etc.), 3) professional stratification (different levels of educa-
tion, functions, professional prestige, distribution managers and subordi-
nates). Social inequality is the main determinant of social stratification and
is influenced by various social, political, economic and professional factors.’

Social class implies a shared lifestyle based on social factors like occupa-
tion, education, income and wealth. According to Giddens, there are three
classes in contemporary society: upper class (the wealthy, entrepreneurs, in-
dustrialists and top layer of managers, who own or directly control the
means of production), the middle class (which includes the majority of white
collar workers and specialists) and the working class (“blue-collars” or peo-
ple engaged in manual labour). Giddens notes that in some industrialized
countries such as France and Japan, an important role is assigned to the
fourth class, i.e. peasants, who are engaged in traditional agricultural pro-
duction. In the third world, peasants still constitute the largest class.®

Literature review and previous research on class structure shows that
there are various methodological approaches for measuring the middle class
in different countries. We will try to compare the methodological approaches

' A. GIDDENS, Coyuonozus (Mocksa: YPCC, 2005).

2 T. SHORTELL, “Weber’s Theory of Social Class,” Brooklynsoc, accessed November 25,
2019, http://www.brooklynsoc.org/courses/43.1/weber.html.

3 P. SOROKIN, Social and Cultural Mobility (Glencoe, IL: Free Press, 1959), 11.

4 GIDDENS, Coyuonozusi.

> A. TARKHNISHVILI, and L. TARKHNISHVILI, “Middle Class: Definition, Role and Develop-
ment,” Global Journal of Human Social Science Sociology & Culture 13, no. 7 (2013): 21-31.

¢ GIDDENS, Coyuonozus.
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for measuring the middle class in USA and Russia. According to Steven
Pressman, in USA three methodological approaches for measuring the mid-
dle class were identified: 1) based on the annual household income, 2) based
on the analysis of income earned by three middle quintiles, and 3) based on
the level of education. All three approaches have limitations. Under the first
one, there are no unique criteria and scale for determining the level of annual
income appropriate for the middle class. As regards the second approach, it
allows us to calculate the amount of income earned by the middle class in-
stead of the size of the middle class. The limitation of the third approach is
that many families with a high level of education but low level of income will
be considered as middle class, and other families with a lower level of edu-
cation but a high level of income will not be included in the middle class.’
The literature review done by some researchers on the Russian middle
class shows also several methodological approaches for measuring the mid-
dle class, such as the ones: 1) based on the respondents’ perception of their
affordability to buy things to satisfy their needs, 2) based on integrated indi-
cators (level of income, wealth, education, self-identification), and 3) based
on market economy approach (level of consumption and lifestyle).® In the
first case, the main criteria for determining the middle class is the level of
affordability of respondents to buy things according to their needs. Thus, the
middle class includes the part of the population that has sufficient income
for their basic needs and can obtain even more expensive items. Based on
these criteria, in 2001, 27% of the population could be considered as the
middle class in Russia. In 2010, the share of the population that has income
enough for food and clothes increased to more than half.® The second meth-
odological approach for measuring the middle class in Russia is based on the
use of integrated indicators. The Institute of Sociology of the Russian Acad-
emy of Sciences used the following parameters to measure the middle class
in 2006: the level of income, wealth, education, and self-identification. The
research found that the middle class constitutes 20-22% of the economically

7 S. PRESSMAN, “Defining and Measuring the Middle Class,” Working Paper 7, American In-
stitute for Economic research, August 2015, 3-5, accessed November 26, 2018, https://www.
aier.org/sites/default/files/Files/Documents/Standard/WP007-Middle%20Class.pdf.

8 A. COBOJNEB, “/luddepeHnnanus NoX040B K UCCIEN0BAHUIO CPEIHETO Kiacca B CTpaTudu-
KallHOHHON MOJeNd COBPEMEHHOIo poccuiickoro olmecTBa. ABTOopedepaT Ha COHMCKaHHE
CTeNeHH KaHauparta conuoiorndeckux Hayk” (PhD diss., Russian Academy of Sciences, 2013),
accessed November 26, 2019, http://www.dissercat.com/content/differentsiatsiya-podkhodov-k-
issledovaniyu-srednego-klassa-v-stratifikatsionnoi-modeli-sovr.

9 Ibid., 3.
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active population.'” The third methodological approach is based on the mar-
ket economy approach (a comprehensive analysis of lifestyle and level of
consumption of respondents). An example in this context is the research
conducted by the Expert magazine and the company Comcom.!! The follow-
ing criteria were used to determine the middle class: customs and traditions
of the country, lifestyle, spiritual values, education, freedom (both personal
and as consumers), ownership of means of production, size and structure of
expenditures, revenues and salary. The research concluded that more than
90% of the population constitute the lower class, 1% belong to the upper
class, and up to 3-5% of the population forms the middle class. The limita-
tion of this methodological approach is the large number of indicators that
can influence the group size.

Based on the analysis of the above-mentioned methodological approach-
es, as well as other literature sources,'? we concluded that a comprehensive
approach is necessary when measuring the middle class, one which would
include several parameters, such as: the socio-occupational status, the level
of education and level of wellbeing.

The main objective of our research was to study the level of social strati-
fication in Moldova and to identify the premises for forming the middle
class in the society the under economic and political transformation.

The main tools used for data collection were interviews and expert analy-
sis. The research sample consisted of 1,179 non-randomly selected people
aged 18-65 years (proportional odds) throughout the Republic of Moldova.
The research was conducted in the period from June to September 2016.

101bid., 5.

' Tbid., 9-11.

12 B. BARBER, Social Stratification. A Comparative Analysis of Structure and Process (New
York: Harcourt, 2011); R. BENDIX and S.M. LIPSET, eds., Class, Status, and Power (New York:
Free Press, 1966); T. CLARK and S. M. LIPSET, “Are Social Classes Dying?” International Soci-
ology 6, no. 4 (1991): 397-410; M. DOGAN, “Status Incongruence in Advanced Societies,” Socie-
taMutamentoPolitica 2, no. 3 (2011): 285-94; H. DOMANSKI, Z. SAWINSKI, and K. SLOMCZYNSKI,
Sociological Tools Measuring Occupations. New Classification and Scales (Warsaw: Ifis Pub-
lishers 2009); EUROPEAN SOCIAL SURVEY, How fo Ascertain the Socio-Structural Position of the
Individual in Society. European Social Survey Core Questionnaire, accessed November 25, 2018,
https://www.europeansocialsurvey.org/docs/methodology/core ess_questionnaire/ESS core ques
tionnaire_measuring_social structure.pdf; RAZUMKOV CENTRE, Middle class in Ukraine: Identifi-
cation Criteria. Expert Assessments, Citizens’ Perceptions and Self-Identification (Kyiv: Zapovit,
2014), accessed November 25, 2018, http://fnst.org/sites/default/files/uploads/2016/08/02/1416
488152filel.pdf.
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THE MAIN FINDINGS OF OUR RESEARCH

Respondents’ social status. The Moldovan society is distributed across 6
social strata in respect of their socio-occupational status, level of education
and wellbeing. The first stratum includes 18% of the total respondents. More
than 90% in this category are unskilled or skilled workers, and the highest
level of education of 98% of them is vocational. 100% do not own a car. The
second stratum includes 13% of the total respondents. 76% in this group are
unskilled or skilled workers, the highest level of education for 98% of them
is vocational, 25% of them do not have a car, and 75% have a car older than
10 years. The third stratum encompasses 15% of the total respondents. More
than half of them are specialists with a medium level of qualifications, 100%
have a medium level of education, two thirds do not own a car and a third of
them have a car that is older than 10 years. The fourth stratum includes 61%
of workers in the service sector and specialists with a medium level of quali-
fication, as well as 13% of specialists with a high level of qualification. One
in four respondents has a high level of education, 100% of them have cars
newer than 10 years. The fifth stratum includes 82% of specialists with high
level of qualification and top managers, 86% of the respondents have a high
level of education, 71% of them do not have a car or have a car that is older
than 10 years. As regards the sixth stratum, 57% of the respondents are spe-
cialists with a high level of education and top managers, 100% present
a high level of education, 86% do not have a car or have a car older than 10
years.

The analysis of the strata in respect of occupation, education and wellbe-
ing shows status inconsistency and a low level of status crystallisation in all
six strata. The respondents in strata 1 and 2 have a low socio-occupational
status, medium education level and low welfare level. Respondents from
stratum 3 have a medium socio-occupational status, medium level of educa-
tion and low level of welfare. Respondents from stratum 4 have a medium
socio-occupational status, medium education level and medium to high level
of welfare. Respondents in strata 5 and 6 have a high level of socio-occu-
pational status, high level of education and low welfare level (see Table 1).
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Table 1: Social strata characteristics as the function of socio-occupational status, educa-
tion and welfare

Socio—(;tc;izational Level of education Level of welfare

Strata | low | medium | high | low | medium | high | low | medium | high
Stratum 1| X
Stratum 2| X X
Stratum 3 X
Stratum 4 X X
Stratum 5
Stratum 6

Based on the status inconsistency and the low level of status crystallisa-
tion we can conclude that the process of classes formation is just at the ini-
tial stage in Moldova. Our analysis of social stratification in terms of mid-
dle-class criteria: high socio-occupational status, high education level, high
level of welfare shows some prospects of formation of the middle class in
the strata 4, 5 and 6. The respondents in strata 5 and 6 are characterized by
a high socio-occupational level, high education level and low welfare level.
The respondents in strata 4 are characterized by a medium socio-occupatio-
nal level, medium education level and from medium to high welfare level.

Factors influencing social status. According to the research, the social
status of respondents depends on certain personal characteristics (level of
education, socio- occupational status, income, socio-occupational status in
the beginning of professional career); parents’ social status (socio-occupatio-
nal status and level of education), and the social status of the respondent’s
partner (socio-occupational status and level of education).

With regard to personal characteristics, the research shows a significant
statistical association between the following factors: a) the level of educa-
tion of respondents and their socio-occupational status (Cramer’s V =
0.139), b) the socio-occupational status of respondents and the monthly in-
come per each family member (Cramer’s V = 0.218), ¢) the level of educa-
tion of respondents and income per each family member (Cramer’s V =
0.192), d) the socio-occupational status of respondents in the present and
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their socio-occupational status when they had their first job (Cramer’s V =
0.669). However, the intensity of the relationship between the level of edu-
cation and the socio-occupational status, socio-occupational status and in-
come is poor. This fact shows that the social transformations that took place
in the Moldovan society broke the logical link between the most important
factors influencing the social status, like level of education and socio-
occupational status, level of education and income, socio-occupational status
and income. This also means that the level of education in Moldova does not
always result in a high socio-occupational status and therefore a high living
standard. Given the conditions of the society with poor quality of education,
high corruption, shadow economy, professional promotion based on relations
and affiliation with different parties, the motivational mechanism of social
stratification becomes dysfunctional. However, according to our research,
the intensity of correlation between the socio-occupational status of the re-
spondents in their first job and their current socio-occupational status is me-
dium to high, which demonstrates, on the one hand, the importance of socio-
occupational status in the first job for carecer advancement and, on the other,
argues for a reduced level of professional mobility because the economy is
underdeveloped, jobs are limited and unemployment rate is high.

According to our study, there is a statistically significant correlation be-
tween the following factors: a) the socio-occupational status of respondents
and the socio-occupational status of their parents (Cramer’s V = 0.187), and
b) the level of education of respondents and the level of education of their
parents (Cramer’s V = 0.266). However, the intensity is also low.

Our research has confirmed a statistically significant correlation between
a) the socio-occupational status of respondents and the socio-occupational
status of their partners (Cramer’s V = 0.231), and b) the level of education
of respondents and the level of education of their partners (Cramer’s V =
0.509). However, the intensity of the correlation between the socio-
occupational status of respondents and the socio-occupational status of their
partners is low. As for the correlation between the level of education of re-
spondents and their partners’ level of education, the intensity is medium to
high. This confirms once again that research in social stratification should be
household based rather than person based.

Respondents’ working status. As per our research, 80% of the respondents
are employed and a fifth of them are not; the share of the unemployed indi-
viduals is higher in rural areas, in the group aged 18-24, as well as in the
group of respondents with low level of education.
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To overcome economic problems, over a third of the respondents work
overtime (more than 41 hours per week) in their workplace or have several
jobs at the same time, and every tenth person is working part- or full-time
abroad. The share of those working abroad or overtime is higher in stratum
4; the share of those working part-time is higher in stratum 1. Part-time em-
ployment is characteristic for women, elderly people, students, and self-
employed individuals.

Every second employed respondent works in a public institution, 43%
work in private establishments, and every tenth in the informal sector or in
the household. As regards the social strata, two thirds of the respondents in
strata 5 and 6 are employed in the public sector and more than half of those
in stratum 4 in the private sector. The share of the respondents who are em-
ployed on a permanent basis and receive social insurance, paid sick leave or
annual leave is higher in the public sector than in the private one. As a re-
sult, the share of the respondents receiving social security benefits is higher
in strata 5 and 6 and lower in strata 1-4. The share of the respondents that
have subordinated employees is also higher in strata 5-6.

The level of adaptability to new conditions (no fear of job loss or unem-
ployment or change of the occupation) is higher in strata 4-5 and lower in
strata 1-3. About a third of the respondents have a previous experience of
unemployment or are currently unemployed. The share of those who have
experienced unemployment is higher among people with a low level of edu-
cation, in rural areas, as well as in strata 1-3.

Respondents’ income. Over 60% of the respondents have a monthly in-
come per a family member of less than 2,000 lei, which also is below the
subsistence minimum for 2015 (1,734 lei) or slightly above the subsistence
minimum. Every third respondent indicated a monthly income per a family
member between 2001 and 5000 lei and 7% reported the amount of more
than 5,000 lei. The share of respondents with monthly income per a family
member higher than 2,500 lei is greater in strata 4, 5, 6 and lower in strata 1,
2 and 3. More than half of the respondents said that their income is much
lower than their needs, every fourth respondent said that their income is
slightly lower than their needs, and every fifth indicated that their income is
equal to or even higher than their needs. The share of people with income
much lower than their needs is higher in rural areas, in small towns, among
the respondents with a low level of education, as well as among the respond-
ents in strata 1-3. About 90% of the respondents from strata 1, 2, 3, 5, 6
stated that their salary, pension, and allowances were the main source of
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their income. In the case of stratum 4, 75% of the respondents mentioned
salary, pension or scholarships the main source of income, and 25% reported
self-employment, rental of property, or remittances.

More than 80% of the respondents have some property. The share of
those who do not own any property is higher in strata 1. More than two
thirds of the respondents who own properties mentioned that if they sold all
their property and pay all debts, they would still be left with some savings.

According to the research, the purchasing capacity of the respondents is
quite low. More than two thirds of the total respondents could not afford to
support financially a child to study abroad, and more than half of the re-
spondents cannot afford trips abroad, 90% of respondents would not be able
to buy an apartment, 83 % would not be able to buy a car, 46% would not be
able to buy technological items for the household. The share of those who
could afford to buy these things is higher in strata 4, 5, 6 and lower in strata
1,2, 3.

Self-identification with the social class. Most of the respondents are not
aware of social class characteristics and identified themselves with the class
which in their view would better correspond to their social position in the
community, neighbourhood, and family. Thus, about 82% identified them-
selves with positions that correspond to the lower middle class (43%), the core
middle class (27%) or the upper middle class (12%), and only 18% identified
themselves with the lower class. The share of respondents who identified
themselves with the upper middle class is higher among the respondents
aged 18-24 years; the share of the respondents who identified themselves
with the lower class is higher among persons aged 65 years and older.

Our analysis of the results of self-identification per social strata shows
that the percentage of respondents who identified themselves with the lower
class or lower middle class is higher in stratum 1; the percentage of respond-
ents who identified themselves with the core middle class is higher in strata
2 and 3; the percentage of respondents who identified themselves with the
upper middle class is higher in strata 4, 5 and 6.

Most of the respondents believe that in Moldova there are large or very
large conflicts between the class of politicians and other citizens, between
people from the top and bottom of society and the bottom of the society, be-
tween the rich and the poor.

According to the majority of respondents, the factors that contribute to
the upward movement of people along the social ladder and their location in
upper classes (elite circles) are the following: 1) relationships, 2) money,
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welfare, 3) descent — rich families, 4) studies and 5) political connections
or party. Our analysis of the respondents’ opinions in stratum 6 (this stratum
includes a large number of leaders/top managers), highlighted three basic
factors that contribute to the promotion of people in the upper strata: 1) rela-
tionships, 2) money, welfare, and 3) political connections or party.

Health status. Although more than two thirds of the respondents declared
their health status to be good and very good, over 50% of them said they
would feel not really good or really bad if they were in the situation to carry
something heavy along several floors. The share of people who would feel
not very well or really bad is higher among the respondents aged over 45
years, among those with a low level of education, as well as in the lower
strata (1, 2, 3).

More than 40% of respondents (in particular those with a high level of
education, from the urban areas or from the upper strata) felt hurried, always
or frequently pressurised at their workplace in the past month. Every fourth
respondent (especially in rural areas, where education is low) felt always or
frequently discouraged. Every fourth person indicated some constraints at
their workplace, and they could not finish the planned activities because of
their psycho-emotional state.

About 80% of the respondents indicated that they do not smoke as op-
posed to about 20% who declared to be smokers. The proportion of smokers
is higher in rural areas, in the 18-24 age group with a low level of education.
About two thirds of smokers consume more than 11 cigarettes a day.

More than 50% of the respondents have a normal body mass index and
each third respondent is overweight or obese. The share of overweight or
obese respondents is higher among men, people older than 45 years, those
who live in urban areas, and the respondents from strata 1, 2 and 3.

More than half of the respondents reported that they encountered health
problems in the last 12 months. The most frequently reported health prob-
lems include back pain, high blood pressure, migraine, or allergies. The most
frequently reported health problem in the lower strata are back pain and high
blood pressure. The most frequently reported health problem in the upper
strata are allergies, migraine and blood circulation.

More than 50% of the respondents visited the doctor in recent months.
Every second of them saw the doctor more than twice. The share of the re-
spondents who saw the doctor more than twice is higher among those with
low education and those older than 45 years.
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There are many respondents that eat unhealthy food frequently; they often
use white bread, toasted products, sweets, cakes and — quite rarely — vege-
tables and fruit. The share of men consuming alcoholic beverages (beer,
wine, brandy, and cognac) quite frequently (every day or at least once a week)
is quite high.

Working conditions. More than half of the respondents reported unhealthy
working conditions: working overtime, noise, dust, gases, or time pressure
and unhealthy competition. More than 40% of the respondents said they had
a hard, physical job or unhealthy competition at that their workplace.

CONCLUSIONS

The results of our research demonstrate that the formation of the middle
class in Moldova faces the following barriers:

a) low labour cost leading to increased poverty, also among skilled workers;

b) reduced opportunities and less social mobility among people from
lower strata preventing them from advancing to higher strata of society;

c¢) failure of the motivational mechanism to increase human, social and
cultural capital;

d) devaluation of university education as a key factor for advancing along
the occupational scale, as well as for income increase;

e) increased influence of the shadow economy, leading to illegal jobs,
limited access to social insurance/social benefits and reduced opportunities
for legal employment;

f) underdeveloped small and medium enterprises;

g) crisis of legal system, which leads to violations of law, selective jus-
tice and imperfect legislation; and

h) a high level of corruption in all structures of power and fake attempts
to combat corruption, leading to a non-transparent approval of political and
economic decisions.

The formation of the Moldovan middle class would be possible if based
on strata 4, 5, 6, which are characterized by a high level of education and
a high socio-occupational status, if the following conditions were met:

— developing wage policies,

reforming tax policies by promoting progressive taxation of income,
— ensuring equitable distribution of wages according to the work done,
— eliminating corruption in structures of state authority,
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— improving legislation,

— ensuring public access to decision-making processes,

— creating favourable conditions for the development of small and medium-
sized enterprises,

— developing a transparent environment for the market economy,

— guaranteeing equal opportunities to ensure access to education and health
services.

Population values and the level of economic consciousness are also of
special importance in the process of middle-class formation. Orientation to-
ward pragmatic values of the market economy, increasing growth trends in
human, social and cultural capital can contribute to an enhanced involvement
of the Moldovan society in different spheres of economy.
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MIDDLE-CLASS FORMATIVE FACTORS
IN THE MOLDOVAN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

Summary

The sociological research on the formation of middle class in the Republic of Moldova, con-
ducted from June to September 2016 by the researchers from the Sociology and Social Psycholo-
gy Centre, shows that the Moldovan society is stratified into 6 levels that is diversified by the so-
cio-professional status, education and the level of wellbeing. Status inconsistency and the low
level of status crystallisation are characteristics for all the strata within the conditions of dysfunc-
tionality of the logical chain: education — social and occupational status — welfare. The analysis
of social strata in terms of middle class criteria (high socio-occupational status, high education
level, high level of welfare) shows some prospects for the formation of middle class in the upper
strata under the following conditions: development a salary policy, reforming tax policies by
promoting the progressive taxation, elimination of corruption in structures of power, improving
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legislation, assuring proper conditions to enable the population to access educational and health
services.

Key words: social stratification; social class; socio-occupational status; social self-identification;
middle class.

CZYNNIKI FORMACYJNE KLASY SREDNIE]J
WE WSPOLCZESNYM SPOLECZENSTWIE MOLDAWSKIM

Streszczenie

Badania socjologiczne na temat formacji klasy $redniej w Republice Motdawii, przeprowa-
dzone w okresie od czerwca do wrzesnia 2016 r. przez naukowcoéw z Centrum Socjologii i Psy-
chologii Spotecznej, pokazuja, ze spoleczenstwo jest podzielone na 6 réznych warstw spotecz-
nych wedlug statusu spoleczno-zawodowego, poziomu wyksztalcenia i poziomu dobrobytu. Nie-
spojnos¢ statusu i niski poziom krystalizacji statusu sg cechami charakterystycznymi wszystkich
warstw w warunkach dysfunkcjonalno$ci tancucha logicznego: edukacja — status spoteczno-
zawodowy — dobrobyt. Analiza warstw spolecznych pod katem kryteriow klasy Sredniej: wysoki
status spoteczno-zawodowy, wysoki poziom wyksztatcenia, wysoki poziom dobrobytu, pokazuje
pewne perspektywy ksztattowania si¢ klasy $redniej w wyzszych warstwach w nastgpujacych wa-
runkach: opracowanie polityki ptac, reforma polityk podatkowych poprzez promowanie progre-
sywnego opodatkowania dochoddw, eliminacja korupcji w strukturach wladzy, poprawa ustawo-
dawstwa, gwarancja odpowiednich warunkéw w celu zapewnienia dostepu do edukacji i ustug
zdrowotnych.

Stowa kluczowe: rozwarstwienie spoleczne; klasa spoteczna; status spoteczno-zawodowy; samo-
identyfikacja spoteczna; klasa $rednia.



