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R EPO R T  ON THE SY M PO SIU M  
S 0 C 1 A L  T H O U G H T  IN  S T E F A N  C A R D IN A L  W Y S Z Y Ń S K I ,  

P R I M A T E  OF P O L A N D

A sym posium  on Social th o u g h t  in  S te fa n  Cardinal W y s zy ń sk i ,  P r im a te  of P o
land  w as held  N ovem ber 18—19, 1981 a t  th e  C atho lic  U n iv e rs ity  of L ub lin , 
organized by the  F acu lty  of Social Sciences. The in tro d u c to ry  speech  w as de liv ered  
by Bp B olesław  P y lak , G rand  C h an ce llo r of th e  C atholic  U n iv e rs ity  o f L ublin . 
He thanked  th e  new ly opened F a c u lty  of Social Scieneces fo r ta k in g  th e  in ic ia tiv e  
in p resen ting  social th o u g h t of th e  P rim a te . H e also  em phasized  th e  ob liga tions 
of the F acu lty  tow ards th e  P rim a te .

D uring th e  f irs t session P ro fe sso r H an n a  W aśkiew icz d ea lt w ith  th e  P im a te ’s 
teach ing  and  a tt itu d e  to  h u m an  rig h ts . C a rd in a l W yszyński a lw ay s s tre ssed  the 
p rim acy of m an  and  h is r ig h ts  as w ell as his social du ties  in  social life. P ro fesso r 
W aśkiew icz po in ted  to  th e  p ra c tic a l ac tiv ities  of th e  P rim a te  in  sa feg u a rd in g  
hum an  righ ts.

P ro fesso r C zeslaw  S trzeszew ski ou tlined  ph ilosoph ical and  theo log ica l e lem en ts 
in the P rim a te ’s teach ing  on labou r. T he e thos of lab o u r — acco rd ing  to  W yszyń 
ski — includes th e  d u ty  an d  th e  r ig h t to  labou r, ap p ro p r ia te  e a rn in g s , p ro tec tion  
of labour, v ir tu e s  connected  w ith  lab o u r and  lab o u r  policy. In  a ll th ese  spheres 
W yszyński em phasized  th e  im p o rtan ce  of th e  d ig n ity  o f lab o u r and  a rg u ed  th a t 
m an should no t be seen as m ere ly  a source of lab o u r and  th a t  th e  em p lo y er-em p lo y - 
ee re la tio n sh ip  be reg a rd ed  as one of m a n  w ith  h is fe llow  m an. T he social ch a ra c te r  
of labou r is an o th e r fe a tu re  w hich  is s tro n g ly  em phasized  in  th e  P r im a te ’t teach ing .

A disussion, w hich  follow ed th e  p ap ers , co n cen tra ted  on th e  co rre la tio n  betw een  
hum an rig h ts  and  ob liga tions in  th e  C a rd in a l’s social th o u g h t. A tten tio n  w as 
g iven to  the  rig h t to  social love so fre q u e n tly  m en tioned  by C ard in a l W yszyński. 
The close re la tio n sh ip  be tw een  h u m a n  r ig h ts  p roposals add ressed  to  th e  P eo p le ’s 
Poland by W yszyński and  th e  w o rk e rs ’ p roposals of A ugust, 1980 w as also 
canvassed as w ell as his w hole ra n g e  of ac tiv itie s  fo r h u m an  r ig h ts  in  P eo p le ’e 
Poland. C oncern ing  lab o u r issues, th e  p a r tic ip a n ts  em phasized  th e  va lu e  ascribed  
to  labou r in  th e  social teach in g  of th e  P rim a te . D iscussion covered  such  p rob lem s 
as the d ign ity  of labour, th e  P r im a te ’s a tt itu d e  to  th e  lab o u r sy s tem  in P eo p le ’s 
Po land  and  also the co n tr ib u tio n  m ade by h is ow n lab o u r to  th e  com m on good.

D uring the  a fte rn o o n  session D r T eresa  K ukolow icz ou tlin ed  th e  P r im a te ’s 
series of a rtic les  on m arria g e  and  fam ily  w hich  ap p ea red  in  th e  p e riod ica l „Lad 
Boży”. M rs K ukolow icz d ea lt w ith  top ics in  th e  se ries  inc lud ing  th e  v ision  of the 
total developm ent of m an , m a rr ia g e  and  th e  fam ily  and  th e ir  re la tio n s  to  b ro ad e r
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com m unity . She p o in ted  to  th e  specia l im p o rtan ce  of th e  series, due to  th e  fac t
th a t  a t th e  tim e of th e ir  p u b lica tio n  .a lay  m odel of m arria g e  and  th e  fam ily  w as
consciously  p ropaga ted  in  P o lish  p o s t-w a r society.

[--------------- j [U staw a z dn. 31 V I I 1981 r., O k on tro li p u b lik ac ji i w idow isk, a rt. 2,
p k t 6 (Dz. U. n r  20, poz. 99, zm.: 1983 Dz. U. n r  44, poz. 204)].
T he n e x t day  session w as opened  by  M r Je rz y  T urow icz w ho dem o n s tra ted  th e  
P r im a te ’s co n trib u tio n  to  th e  p re -w a r  C atho lic  academ ic o rgan iza tion  „O drodzenie” 
and  h is p o st-w ar p a s to ra l w ork  am ong  th e  y ou th  w hich  w as of a som ew hat 
d if fe re n t n a tu re . D u rin g  th a t  p e rio d  B ishop W yszyński in tended  above all to 
p ro tec t th e  y ou th  a g a in s t pe rn ic io u s e ffo rts  of th e  alien  ideology and  — th rough
the  in fluence  of his p a s to ra l a u th o r ity  — to show  to th e  young  th e  p ro p e r line
of developm ent in  accordance  w ith  th e  v a lu e  rep re sen ted  by th e  C hurch  and 
N ation.

P ro fesso r M aria  B rau n -G a lk o w sk a  d iscussed  th e  ro le and  im portance  of w om en 
in  m a r tia l, p ro fessional and  social life  as rep re sen ted  in  th e  P rim a te ’s teach ing . 
She focussed m ain ly  on those  social e lem en ts  in  his teach ing  w hich stressed 
m o therhood  as th e  m ost a p p ro p r ia te  an d  fu n d am en ta l ta sk  fo r w om en.

R everend  P ro fesso r J a n  K ru c in a  em phasized  th e  P r im a te ’s a ttem p ts  to bring  
ab o u t an  ag reem en t be tw een  th e  S ta te  an d  th e  C hurch  in  p o s t-w a r P olish  h isto ry . 
T he a u th o r  poin ted  to  th e  im p ac t of th e  C hu rch  post-C ouncil consciousness on 
the  evo lu tion  of th e  P r im a te ’s u n d e rs ta n d in g  of th e  concept of S ta te  and  C hurch ,
the ran g e  of th e ir  re la tio n sh ip s  and  th e ir  d ialogue.

T he la s t session w as opened  by  R ev eren d  P ro fesso r Józef K rukow sk i w ho 
p re sen ted  th e  C a rd in a l’s stance  re g a rd in g  legal no rm aliza tio n  of the C hurch  im 
P o land  in  th e  h is to rica l, d o c tr in a l a n d  p ra c tic a l contexts.

P ro fesso r R yszard  B ender, on th e  basis of the  p as to ra l le tte rs  of the L ub lin  
period , spoke on th e  th em e  of th e  P r im a te ’s teach ing  on th e  nation  as a 
fu n d a m e n ta l va lue , com plete ly  su p e r io r to th e  s ta te  and  o th e r k inds of com m unity . 
H e also  underlined  th e  C h u rc h ’s bond  w ith  th e  N ation  and  th e  significance of 
th is bond to both th e  N atio n  an d  th e  C hurch .

A p ap e r by R everend  P ro fesso r Józef M ajka  The contr ibu tion  oj S te ian  
Cardinal W y s zy ń sk i  to  the  d eve lo p m e n t  of Catholic social teaching  w as p resen ted  
in  th e  fo rm  of a su m m ary  in  th e  a u th o r ’s absence. P ro fesso r M ajka m ain ta in s
th e  evo lu tion  of th e  P r im a te ’s u n d e rs ta n d in g  of th e  concept of S ta te  and C hurch,
th e  v a s t scope of th e  m a te ria l, it  can  be g en e ra lly  described  as in teg ra l C atholic 
personalism .

A t th e  conclusion of th e  sym posium  th e  g re a t richness of th e  P r im a te ’s social 
th o u g h t and  its p e rm a m e n t sign ificance  fo r th e  n a tio n  w as acknow ledged.

Trans la ted  by A n drze j  Jaroszyński


