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bogatej chinskiej tradycji ludowej, z wyakcentowaniem zjawisk w pelni zachowanych
tylko na Tajwanie. Autor zabiera nas w podroz, dzigki ktorej tatwiej nam zrozumiec te
tajemnicza, a zarazem fascynujgca kulture. Trzecim walorem sg pochodzace od thu-
macza liczne objasniajace przypisy umieszcznone na koncu kazdego rozdziatu.

Ksigzka jest, jak juz stwierdzono, napisana bardzo przyst¢pnie. Ponadto zawiera
liczne fotografie, ktore tym bardziej unaoczniaja nam tajwanskie zwyczaje ludowe.
Uzupetniem pracy jest bogata bibliografia. Autor wykorzystat wiele opracowan wy-
danych po chinsku i angielsku, jak tez inne zZrddta i materiaty. Praca jest oparta na
solidnych podstawach, a co najwazniejsze — wykorzystuje wyniki badan terenowych.
Sympatyczna oktadka i skromna, acz gustowna szata graficzna zachecajg do lektury.
Jedyna rzecza, ktorej mi brak w tej publikacji, to nieobecno$¢ ogdlnego podsumo-
wania ksigzki. Odnosi si¢ wrazenie, jakby ksiazka nie miata zakonczenia. Moze jest
to zabieg zamierzony, w kazdym razie brakuje tych kilku podsumowujacych zdan,
ktore stanowityby ukoronowanie tego wysmienitego dzieta. Poza tym ksigzka za-
stuguje tylko na oklaski, podobnie zresztg jak wspomniane poprzednie dzieto autora.
Jest to niezwykla publikacja, ktora otwiera przed nami drzwi do poznania fascy-
nujacej tradycyjnej kultury Tajwanu.

To wiclowymiarowe dzieto przenosi nas w $wiat, jakiego na Zachodzie nie znamy.
Faktycznie jest to kultura chinska, ktéra wszelako najlepiej zachowata si¢ na Taj-
wanie. Ksigzka zawiera wiele fascynujacych informacji, dzigki ktérym mozemy lepiej
zrozumieé t¢ niezwykla, jakze odmienna od naszej rzeczywisto$¢ kulturowa.

Diana Wolanska

LUKASZ GACEK, Bezpieczenstwo energetyczne Chin: aktywnos¢ panstwowych przed-
siegbiorstw na rynkach zagranicznych [China’s Energy Security: State-owned Compa-
nies Pursuits in Foreign Markets], Krakow: Ksiggarnia Akademicka, 2012. ISBN:
978-83-7638-190-9.

Within the last thirty years or so China has once again emerged as a significant player
in the world’s economic and political life. Chinese influence on international trade is now
tremendous. It should then come as no surprise that the issue of energy supplies for China
has become the subject matter of a book recently published by a Polish author.

The book entitled China’s Energy Security is an overall depiction of both domestic
and international aspects concerning the supply of energy resources for the fast
growing economy of the Peoples’ Republic of China in the 21 century. As its long
title suggests, the book focuses on China’s undertakings abroad. Nonetheless, the
author sets stage by providing the reader with an overview of the energy supply status
quo at home and only then proceeds to the main body of the work, which is China’s
presence on the international energy supplies markets.
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Before plunging into the deep waters of statistical data and intriguing stipulations
of international treaties, the author states a certain fact about raw-materials supply
and suggest some future developments of the Chinese policy concerning the country’s
stance on its role in the world:

“The endeavors to secure steady supplies of raw-materials remain an integral part of
the world powers’ struggle for supremacy in the world. The coming moves of Beijing
consist in preparing the ground for the accomplishment of the future aspirations of a

21

superpower.

The book has been divided into three parts: 1. China’s energy sector. The charac-
teristics of main energy sources. 2. Chinese state-owned companies pursuits in fo-
reign markets. 3. Securing raw-materials supply.

In the first part of the book we can learn how the Chinese economy deals with its
energy demand. The author presents detailed statistical data on consumption and do-
mestic production of all sorts of energy sources including coal, crude oil, natural gas,
nuclear power and renewables.

The author draws our attention to the peculiarities of the structure of coal market
in China. He states that the coal mines are ineffective and dangerous, which is, to a
large extend, the unwanted outcome of their size:

“Shenhua Coal, the biggest of them, has a mere 9% share in the market.”

As the coal mines are being shut down by the state and the market share of non-solid
carbohydrates is growing, the author ventures a prediction:

“Long term forecasts leave no doubt that crude oil and natural gas will become the basis for the

making of the energy balance sheet in the future.”

The passage quoted above is to be found in the section entitled “The quest for crude
oil”. However, five pages earlier in the section entitled “Coal wealth” he has come up
with a statement to the contrary:

“In near decades, coal mining will certainly remain the key sector of the economy.”4

If crude oil and natural gas are to constitute the base for energy supply, how will mining
industry maintain its key role? Or do the “long term forecasts” concern the future
beyond the “near decades” and reach far into the next centuries? Not very likely.

It does not escape the author’s attention that the Chinese economy runs mostly on
coal, although its share in energy consumption has been falling over the course of the

"Lukasz P. GACEK, Bezpieczenstwo energetyczne Chin: aktywnosé panstwowych przedsie-
biorstw na rynkach zagranicznych [China’s Energy Security: State-owned Companies Pursuits in
Foreign Markets], Krakéw: Ksiegarnia Akademicka, 2012, p. 22.

2 Ibid., p. 44.

3 Ibid., p. 50.

4 Ibid., p. 45.
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last fifty years. He also points out an interesting fact that the Chinese were using crude
oil and natural gas as early as 400 CE. A fact rarely mentioned in western literature.

In the first part the author also deals with such subject matters as: 1. Searching for
new deposits of coal, oil and gas (also from shales) within China’s territory including
the seas. 2. The increase in the number of cars and new road both of which require
crude oil products. 3. Carbon dioxide emission—China being the world’s leader.
4. The perspectives and achievement of introducing green energy: water, wind,
geothermal (which involves tourism), solar, etc.

In the second part of the book we can learn how the Chinese state under the guise
of state-owned companies enters resource-rich countries to vie for the deposits for
which their original owners have no much use except, of course, to sell them. De-
picted are raw-materials exporters from the Middle East, Black Africa, Central and
South-East Asia, Australia, Latin America. Even the Arctic has been mentioned as a
possible source of energy supplies in the future.

The author claims that the Chinese view the trade with the Central Asian and
Middle East states as a continuation or renewal of the old silk road that used to link
the economies of the east and west for centuries in the past. That having been said, he
proceeds to describe the “new silk road.”

In addition to many numerical data presented in tables the author provides us also
with various pieces of information that concern meetings of high state and company
officials, establishing joint-ventures, treaties as well as the operations of bilateral and
multilateral organizations and forums.

A separate section has been dedicated to each state discussed. Some take several
pages (like that on Saudi Arabia) while some are less then one page long (e.g.
Singapore). The structure and quantities of Chinese import and export with each of
those countries have been put forward in much detail. Although the author focuses on
how the Chinese acquire the precious deposits from their trade partners, he also
mentions the non-strictly commercial activity of the Chinese. Building churches in
Africa and printing copies of the Holy Bible for them is an example.

The author omits not to bring up the question of China’s involvement in local
economic and political structures. Among examples of such activity are Chinese
investments in Africa.

The question of whether China’s engagement in Africa is a form of new colonia-
lism has also been brought up and both western and Chinese points of view have
presented.

When it comes to Latin America, the author has a point when he writes that Latin
America is a “significant challenge for Beijing™ as more than ten countries of the
region still do not recognize the People’s Republic of China and maintain diplomatic
relations with the Republic of China based in Taiwan.

3 Ibid., p. 180.
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The book deals also with issues which are heavily politicized like the dispute
about Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands or the case of Australian Rio Tinto. The former is
viewed as a grave obstacle for future Sino-Japanese relations. The latter draws our
attention to the fact that international trade is not a fair play game. Instances of
Chinese economic espionage have also been mentioned here.

There are special chapters on the relations between China and other world powers: the
United States, Russia and India. With regard to Russia, for example, the author states,
between others, the following:

“The Arctic is a place where the interests of China and Russia may clash in the
future.”®

Such prediction are of course far-fetched, although not unrealistic.

In the third part of the book more attention is being paid to the safety of delivering
the raw-materials from their sources of origin to their destination, i.e. China. The
author refers here to the so-called bamboo network and string of pearls (a line of
safety “check points” along the route from Africa to China) as important features of
China’s presence abroad. Bamboo network (i.e. Chinese diaspora) is no doubt one of
the biggest assets of China abroad — a fact rarely mentioned in Polish media.

The third part is also more bent on the philosophical and ethical aspects of China’s
world-wide presence. The author links the so called soft-power to Confucianism
which promotes mutual understanding and multicultural tolerance while it sees mili-
tary actions as the last of possible solutions. This tenet of the Confusion philosophy
has been nicely phrased in the Three Character Classic, a booklet, written in verse,
which used to be an obligatory reading for every pupil in China in the olden days and
is widely read and popular among schoolchildren and their teachers even today. The
first stanza reads:

“When we are born onto this world Good nature dwells within our hearts In nature we are all alike,
“This habits where the difference starts.””

The author of China’s Energy Security does not cite this passage however, which
is a pity, as it is a fit idea elegantly put.
The author also indicates that:

,»Beijing’s economic policy does doubtlessly lead to a gradual subjugation of the weaker states.”8

This is a possible outcome of Chinese involvement in the so-called LCD countries.

8 Ibid., p. 150.

7 WANG YINGLIN, ZHOU XINGSI, and L1 YUXIU, San zi jing — Bai jia xing — Qian zi wen Di zi gui
[Three Character Classic—One Hundred Family Names Classic—One Thousand Character Classic
—Standards for being a Good Pupil and Child], ed. by Duangan Muming, Heifei: Huangshan
Shushe, 2005, p. 2. (In my translation.)

8 GACEK, Bezpieczenstwo energetyczne Chin, p. 270.
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On the other hand, the author also point out that China, due to its interests in the LCD
countries, turns into their quite powerful mouthpiece on the international scene, so that
their voice has the chance to be heard. So, happy are the weak for they have gained the
ear of the world. Still the cooperation with China has its flaws for the raw-materials
exporting countries: as it has been pinpointed by the author, African states are overcome
with heavy debts that do not stop increasing, unemployment rates are high as the
Chinese import their own labor force, luxurious species of wood and illegally acquired
ivory get exported on a regular basis and weaponry is brought in return.

The author mentions also the issue of rare earths, which important as it is for the
world’s economy, is not an energy question per se. It does concern security as these
minerals are crucial in high-tech industry, but it is not the security of energy supply.
So, the author has broaden the scope of his research a little bit.

In the concluding section of the book its author gives a short précis of what has been
written in the previous chapters and states his opinion on the CPC’s point of view:

“The Communist Party of China, which rules the country, is aware that the legiti-
mization of its power will be to a large extent conditioned by the economic success of
the state.”

This view is perfectly rational and apparently true, although I am of the opinion that the
author should have mentioned a similar process that had taken place in the 20™ century
right across the Taiwan Strait, where the economic success turned out not to be the
source of KMT legitimization but of its downfall, when in 2000 the long suppressed
opposition party eventually rose to power on the wings of middle class support.

This book is a detailed depiction of the state of affairs concerning Chinese acti-
vities in Africa, Asia, Australia and Latin America. It is full of neat tables providing
statistical data which are in turn enriched with verbal information revealing historical,
political and cultural aspects of Chinese international trade and diplomatic relations
within the scope relevant to the issues of economy.

It is mainly informative. In addition to factual data, the author also feeds us with
the opinions of scholars on various topics under discussion, both western and Chi-
nese. It is a great reference book and/or starting point for all those who want to re-
search Chinese international trade in a narrower scope and on deeper level than this
book does. The purely analytical aspects of the book drown in the ocean of data and
cited scholarship.

The book a few political maps at the end, showing the regions of the world that
has been discussed. It has an index of geographical and personal names, which might
come in handy. Although something must have gone wrong, since some page numbers
are not correct, e.g. the index claims there should be the word “Poland” on the 68
page, but, instead, it is to be found on the previous page (not listed in the index).

% Ibid., p. 281.
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All in all this is a unique book on the Polish market as it is a mind-blowing eye-
opener for all those who have till now seen China as an exporter of labor-consuming
goods only.

Jarostaw Zawadzki

Department of Sinology

on Faculty of Humanities

at John Paul Il Catholic University
of Lublin

Konfucjanizm i jego wspdiczesne interpretacje, red. ROMAN SEAWINSKI,
Warszawa: Wydawnictwo Naukowe AKSON, 2013, ss. 96. ISBN: 978-83-
7452-069-0.

W rzeczywistosci azjatyckiej niezwykle trudno zrozumie¢ wspotczesne realia bez
zrozumienia przesztosci. Taki poglad wydaje si¢ przyswieca¢ Twércom monografii
Konfucjanizm i jego wspoiczesne interpretacje pod redakcja wybitnego polskiego
sinologa prof. Romana Stawinskiego. Wsrdd szesciu Autorow opracowania znalezli
sie pracownicy Instytutu Kultur Srédziemnomorskich i Orientalnych Polskiej Aka-
demii Nauk (Roman Stawinski, Karin Tomala, Nikolas Levi, Olga Barbasiewicz) oraz
Katedry Sinologii Katolickiego Uniwersytetu Lubelskiego im. Jana Pawta II (Kata-
rzyna Pejda, Andrzej Halas).

Publikacja w zwiezly i przejrzysty sposdb prezentuje wspotczesny, nowy kon-
fucjanizm, zrdédta jego rozwoju, jak tez mechanizmy shuzace jego adaptacji w rzeczy-
wistosci wschodnioazjatyckiej. Tradycja konfucjanska, do ktorej wspodlczesnie od-
wotuja si¢ spolecznosci regionu, staje si¢ istotnym kryterium w okreslaniu wlasne;j
tozsamosci. Wazng czg¢$cig monografii jest uwzglgdnienie doswiadczen Japonii, Korei
i Tajwanu w zakresie wykorzystywaniu spotecznych funkcji nowego konfucjanizmu.
Sktania to Autoréw do postawienia jakze aktualnego dzisiaj pytania, w jakim zakresie
moga one sta¢ si¢ rowniez udziatem Chin.

Jak nalezy traktowac¢ doktryne¢ konfucjanska — jako system filozoficzny czy raczej
religijny? To pytanie pojawia si¢ juz na poczatku ksigzki. Sklaniajac si¢ ku pierwszej
opcji, nalezatoby odpowiedzieé, ze nie bedac religia konfucjanizm w istocie zajat jej
miejsce, wypetniajac te przestrzen, ktéra w innych kulturach byla i jest zarezer-
wowana dla religii. Nalezy zwroci¢ uwage, ze sam termin ,,.konfucjanizm” wprowadza
wiele nieporozumien, gdyz to nie do konica wtasciwa nazwa tradycji upowszechnionej
wsrod panstw Azji Wschodniej. Szesnastowieczni jezuici wdrozyli 6w termin, ktory
nieco zawe¢za pole widzenia. Wiasciwa tradycja Ru zaczyna ksztaltowaé si¢ bowiem
kilka stuleci przed narodzeniem samego Konfucjusza (551-479 p.n.e.) i sigga swoimi
korzeniami do poczatkéw panowania chinskiej dynastii Zhou (XI-III wiek p.n.e.).
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